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Below you will find the topics and their accompanying references for the Abdomen module of the 
General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. References that are available open source are 
indicated with a green star and the entire citation is a link to the open access source. References 
that are not available open access have a link in their PubMed ID to the abstract.  

Diplomates are neither required nor expected to read all of these references 
before or during the completion of the assessment. 

Abdominal Compartment Syndrome 
 Kirkpatrick AW, Roberts DJ, De Waele J, et al. Intra-abdominal hypertension and the 

abdominal compartment syndrome: updated consensus definitions and clinical practice 
guidelines from the World Society of the Abdominal Compartment Syndrome. Intensive Care 
Med. 2013;39(7):1190-1206.  

 [PMID: 23673399] 

• van Brunschot S, Schut AJ, Bouwense SA, et al. Abdominal compartment syndrome in acute 
pancreatitis: a systematic review. Pancreas. 2014;43(5):665-74.  

 [PMID: 24921201] 
 World Society of the Abdominal Compartment Syndrome (WSACS). IAH/ACS Medical 

Management Algorithm. 2014. 

Anesthesia, Regional and Local 
 Tsai HC, Yoshida T, Chuang TY, et al. Transversus abdominis plane block: an updated review of 

anatomy and techniques. Biomed Res Int. 2017;2017:8284363.  
 [PMID: 29226150] 

 Mughal A, Khan A, Rehman J, et al. Laparoscopic-assisted transversus abdominis plane block 
as an effective analgesic in total extraperitoneal inguinal hernia repair: a double-blind, 
randomized controlled trial. Hernia. 2018;22(5):821-826.  

 [PMID: 30173291] 

• Kim AJ, Yong RJ, Urman RD. The role of transversus abdominis plane blocks in enhanced 
recovery after surgery pathways for open and laparoscopic colorectal surgery.  J Laparoendosc 
Adv Surg Tech A. 2017;27(9):909-914.  

 [PMID: 28742435]  

 Brogi E, Kazan R, Cyr S, Giunta F, Hemmerling TM. Transversus abdominal plane block for 
postoperative analgesia: a systematic review and meta-analysis of randomized-controlled 
trials. Can J Anaesth. 2016;63(10):1184-1196.  

 [PMID: 27307177] 
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Cholangitis 
 Miura F, Okamoto K, Takada T, et al. Tokyo Guidelines 2018: initial management of acute 

biliary infection and flowchart for acute cholangitis. J Hepatobiliary Pancreat 
Sci. 2018;25(1):31-40.  

 [PMID: 28941329] 
 Tsuchiya T, Sofuni A, Tsuji S, et al. Endoscopic management of acute cholangitis according to 

the TG13. Dig Endosc. 2017;29(suppl 2):94-99.  
 [PMID: 28425666] 

Cholecystectomy with or without Cholangiography 
 Wakabayashi G, Iwashita Y, Hibi T, et al. Tokyo Guidelines 2018: surgical management of acute 

cholecystitis: safe steps in laparoscopic cholecystectomy for acute cholecystitis (with 
videos).  J Hepatobiliary Pancreat Sci. 2018;25(1):73-86.  

 [PMID: 29095575]  
 Iwashita Y, Hibi T, Ohyama T, et al. Delphi consensus on bile duct injuries during laparoscopic 

cholecystectomy: an evolutionary cul-de-sac or the birth pangs of a new technical 
framework? J Hepatobiliary Pancreat Sci. 2017;24(11):591-602.  

 [PMID: 28884962] 

Choledocholithiasis  
• Zerey M, Haggerty S, Richardson W, et al. Laparoscopic common bile duct exploration. Surg 

Endosc. 2018;32(6):2603-2612.  
 [PMID: 29273878] 

Diverticulitis 
 Galetin T, Galentin A, Vestweber KH, Rink AD. Systematic review and comparison of national 

and international guidelines on diverticular disease. Int J Colorectal Dis. 2018;33(3):261-272.  
 [PMID: 29349481] 

• Elagili F, Stocchi L, Ozuner G, Dietz DW, Kiran RP. Outcomes of percutaneous drainage without 
surgery for patients with diverticular abscess. Dis Colon Rectum. 2014;57(3):331-336.  

 [PMID: 24509455] 

 Schultz JK, Yaqub S, Wallon C, et al. Laparoscopic lavage vs primary resection for acute 
perforated diverticulitis: the SCANDIV randomized clinical trial. JAMA. 2015;314(13):1364-
1375.  

 [PMID: 26441181] 
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Duodenal Ulcer 
• Cirocchi R, Soreide K, Di Saverio S, et al. Meta-analysis of perioperative outcomes of acute 

laparoscopic vs open repair of perforated gastroduodenal ulcers. J Trauma Acute Care 
Surg. 2018;85(2):417-425.  

 [PMID: 29659470] 

• Buck DL, Vester-Andersen M, Møller MH; Danish Clinical Register of Emergency Surgery. 
Surgical delay is a critical determinant of survival in perforated peptic ulcer. Br J Surg. 
2013;100(8);1045-1049.  

 [PMID: 23754645] 

Gallbladder Carcinoma  
• Shoup M, Fong Y. Surgical indications and extent of resection in gallbladder cancer. Surg Oncol 

Clin N Am. 2002;11(4):985-994.  
 [PMID: 12607584] 

Gallbladder Disease 
• Feldman M, Friedman L, Brandt L. Sleisenger and Fordtran’s Gastrointestinal and Liver 

Disease. 10th ed. Elsevier; 2015. 
 Wiles R, Thoeni RF, Barbu ST, et al. Management and follow-up of gallbladder polyps: joint 

guidelines between the European Society of Gastrointestinal and Abdominal Radiology 
(ESGAR), European Association for Endoscopic Surgery and Other Interventional Techniques 
(EAES), International Society of Digestive Surgery-European Federation (EFISDS) and European 
Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ESGE). Eur Radiol. 2017;27(9):3856-3866.  

 [PMID: 28185005] 

Gastrointestinal Bleeding, Lower 
 Roshan A, Sadr MS, Strate LL, Martel M, Menard C, Barkun AN. The role of early colonoscopy 

in patients presenting with acute lower gastrointestinal bleeding: a systematic review and 
meta-analysis. Therap Adv Gastroenterol. 2018;11:1756283X18757184.  

 [PMID: 29487627] 
 Strate LL, Gralnek I. ACG clinical guideline: management of patients with acute lower 

gastrointestinal bleeding. Am J Gastroenterol. 2016;111(4):459-474.  
 [PMID: 26925883] 

• Whitehurst BD. Lower gastrointestinal bleeding. Surg Clin North Am. 2018;98(5):1059-1072. 
[PMID: 30243447] 
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Hepatic Neoplasms 
• Roberts KJ, White A, Cockbain A, et al. Performance of prognostic scores in predicting long-

term outcome following resection of colorectal liver metastases. Br J Surg. 2014;101(7):856-
866.  

 [PMID: 24817653] 

• Charnsangavej C, Clary B, Fong Y, Grothey A, Pawlik TM, Choti MA. Selection of patients for 
resection of hepatic colorectal metastases: expert consensus statement. Ann Surg 
Oncol. 2006;13(10):1261-1268.  

 [PMID: 16947009] 
 Messersmith WA. NCCN Guidelines Updates: Management of Metastatic Colorectal Cancer. J 

Natl Compr Canc Netw. 2019;17(5.5):599-601.  
 [PMID: 31117039] 
 McCrary JM, Goldstein D, Trinh T, et al. Balance deficits and functional disability in cancer 

survivors exposed to neurotoxic cancer treatments. J Natl Compr Canc 
Netw. 2019;17(18):949-955.  

 [PMID: 31390588] 

• Sunakawa Y, Bekali-Saab T, Stintzing S. Reconsidering the benefit of intermittent versus 
continuous treatment in the maintenance treatment setting of metastatic colorectal 
cancer. Cancer Treat Rev. 2016;45:97-104.  

 [PMID: 27002945] 

Hernias, Incisional 
 Abdel-Misih SR, Hatzaras I, Schmidt C, et al. Failure of normalization of CA 19-9 following 

resection for pancreatic cancer is tantamount to metastatic disease. Ann Surg Oncol. 
2011;18(4):1116-1121.  

 [PMID: 21042945] 

• Kondo N, Murakami Y, Uemura K, et al. Prognostic impact of perioperative serum CA 19-9 
levels in patients with resectable pancreatic cancer. Ann Surg Oncol. 2010;17(9):2321-2329. 
[PMID: 20336387] 

Hernias, Including Inguinal and Femoral 
• Schmidt L, Öberg S, Andresen K, Rosenberg J. Laparoscopic repair is superior to open 

techniques when treating primary groin hernias in women: a nationwide register-based 
cohort study. Surg Endosc. 2019;33(1):71-78.  

 [PMID: 29905895] 

• van Veenendaal N, Simons MP, Bonjer HJ. Summary for patients: international guidelines for 
groin hernia management. Hernia. 2018;22(1):167-168.  

 [PMID: 29356909] 
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29905895/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29356909/
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• de Goede B, Wijsmuller AR; INCA Trialists’ Collaboration, et al. Watchful waiting versus 
surgery of mildly symptomatic or asymptomatic inguinal hernia in men aged 50 years and 
older: a randomized controlled trial. Ann Surg. 2018;267(1)42-49.  

 [PMID: 28350567] 

• Chung L, Norrie J, O'Dwyer PJ. Long-term follow-up of patients with a painless inguinal hernia 
from a randomized clinical trial. Br J Surg. 2011;98(4):596-599.  

 [PMID: 21656724] 

• Fitzgibbons RJ Jr, Ramanan B; Investigators of the Original Trial, et al. Long-term results of a 
randomized controlled trial of a nonoperative strategy (watchful waiting) for men with 
minimally symptomatic inguinal hernias. Ann Surg. 2013;258(3):508-515.  

 [PMID: 24022443] 
 The HerniaSurge Group. International guidelines for groin hernia management. Hernia. 

2018;22(1):1-165. 
 [PMID: 29330835] 
 Miserez M, Peters E, Aufenacker T, et al. Update with level 1 studies of the European Hernia 

Society guidelines on the treatment of inguinal hernia in adult patients. Hernia. 
2014;18(2):151-163.  

 [PMID: 24647885] 

Management of Blunt Trauma 
• Matsushima K, Clark D, Frankel HL. Surgeon Performed Ultrasound in Acute Care Surgery. In: 

Moore EE, Feliciano DV, Mattox KL, eds. Trauma. 8th ed. McGraw-Hill; 2017:321-341. 
 Rozycki GS, Ochsner MG, Schmidt JA, et al. A prospective study of surgeon-performed 

ultrasound as the primary adjuvant modality for injured patient assessment. J Trauma. 
1995;39(3):492-500.  

 [PMID: 7473914] 

• Miller MT, Pasquale MD, Bromberg WJ, Wasser TE, Cox J. Not so FAST. J Trauma. 
2003;54(1):52-60. 

 [PMID: 12544899]  
 Barbosa RR, Rowell SE, Fox EE, et al. Increasing time to operation is associated with decreased 

survival in patients with a positive FAST examination requiring emergent laparotomy. J 
Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2013;75:S48-S52.  

 [PMID: 23778511] 

Pancreatic Adenocarcinoma 
 Khorana AA, Mangu PB, Berlin J, et al. Potentially curable pancreatic cancer: American Society 

of Clinical Oncology clinical practice guideline update. J Clin Oncol. 2017;35(20):2324-2328.  
 [PMID: 28398845] 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28350567/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21656724
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24022443
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5809582/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5809582/
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs10029-014-1236-6.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2Fs10029-014-1236-6.pdf
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Pancreatic Neoplasm, Endocrine 
• Partelli S, Cirocchi R, Crippa S, et al. Systematic review of active surveillance versus surgical 

management of asymptomatic small non-functioning pancreatic neuroendocrine neoplasms. 
Br J Surg. 2017;104(1):34-41.  

 [PMID: 27706803] 

• Falconi M, Bartsch DK, Eriksson B, et al. ENETS Consensus Guidelines for the management of 
patients with digestive neuroendocrine neoplasms of the digestive system: well-differentiated 
pancreatic non-functioning tumors. Neuroendocrinology. 2012;95(2):120-134.  

 [PMID: 22261872] 
 National Comprehensive Cancer Network. NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology 

(NCCN Guidelines®): Neuroendocrine and Adrenal Tumors. Version 2.2020 - July 24, 2020. 

Preoperative Risk Assessment and Management 
• Liang MK, Holihan JL, Itani K, et al. Ventral hernia management: expert consensus guided by 

systematic review. Ann Surg. 2017;265(1):80-89. 
 [PMID: 28009730] 

• Kaoutzanis C, Leichtle SW, Mouawad NJ, et al. Risk factors for postoperative wound infections 
and prolonged hospitalization after ventral/incisional hernia repair. Hernia. 2015;19(1):113-
123. 

 [PMID: 24030572] 

• Rosen MJ, Aydogdu K, Grafmiller K, Petro CC, Faiman GH, Parbhu A. A multidisciplinary 
approach to medical weight loss prior to complex abdominal wall reconstruction: is it 
feasible? J Gastrointest Surg. 2015;19(8):1399-1406.  

 [PMID: 26001369] 

• Tsereteli Z, Pryor BA, Heniford BT, Park A, Voeller G, Ramshaw BJ. Laparoscopic ventral hernia 
repair (LVHR) in morbidly obese patients. Hernia. 2008;12(3):233-238.  

 [PMID: 18064399] 

Risk Assessment for Chronic Liver Disease  
• Cho SW, Bhayani N, Newell P, et al. Umbilical hernia repair in patients with signs of portal 

hypertension: surgical outcome and predictors of mortality. Arch Surg. 2012;147(9):864-869. 
[PMID: 22987183] 

• Eker HH, van Ramshorst GH, de Goede B, et al. A prospective study on elective umbilical 
hernia repair in patients with liver cirrhosis and ascites. Surgery. 2011;150(3):542-546.  

 [PMID: 21621237] 
 Hickman L, Tanner L, Christein J, Vickers S. Non-hepatic abdominal surgery in patients with 

cirrhotic liver disease. J Gastrointest Surg. 2019;23(3):634-642.  
 [PMID: 30465191] 
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• Godfrey EL, Kueht ML, Rana A, Awad S. MELD-Na (the new MELD) and perioperative outcomes 
in emergency surgery. Am J Surg. 2018;216(3):407-413.  

 [PMID: 29871737] 

Small Bowel Injury 
 Bates DD, Wasserman M, Malek A, et al. Multidetector CT of surgically proven blunt bowel 

and mesenteric injury. Radiographics. 2017;37(2):613-625.  
 [PMID: 28165875] 

• Coleman J, Zarzaur B. Surgical management of abdominal trauma: hollow viscus injury. Surg 
Clin North Am. 2017;97(5):1107-1117.  

 [PMID: 28958360] 
 Extein J, Allen BC, Shapiro ML, Jaffe TA. CT findings of traumatic bucket-handle mesenteric 

injuries. AJR Am J Roentgenol. 2017;209(6):W360-W364.  
 [PMID: 28834451] 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29871737/
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