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Below you will find the topics and their accompanying references for the 2023 Alimentary Tract 
Module for the General Surgery Continuous Certification Assessment. Diplomates are neither 
required nor expected to read all of these references before or during the completion of 

the assessment. The Key References are marked with a yellow star� below. 

Please note that the American Board of Surgery (ABS) provides as many open-access articles 
to our Candidates as possible. While you are completing your assessment, Key References will 
have a direct link to a full-text article or an article PDF purchased by the ABS in the exam 
platform. Due to limited permissions, we cannot provide links to full-text articles or article PDFs 
on this Reference Document, as it is not hosted on a secure browser. Article links on this 
document will take you to the article page on PubMed. We cannot guarantee that all article 
links will be open access on PubMed. To view the full-text Key References prior to 
beginning your assessment, please log into the ABS surgeon portal and find the “My 
Continuous Certification” page. Under the “Assessments” tab, click on “Reference 
Documents”.  
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Achalasia 

• �Kohn GP, Dirks RC, Ansari MT, et al. SAGES guidelines for the use of peroral 

endoscopic myotomy (POEM) for the treatment of achalasia. Surg Endosc. 
2021;35(5):1931-1948. doi:10.1007/s00464-020-08282-0 [PMID: 33564964] 

Anorectal Abscess and Fistulae 

• �Gaertner WB, Burgess PL, Davids JS, et al. The American Society of Colon and 

Rectal Surgeons clinical practice guidelines for the management of anorectal abscess, 
fistula-in-ano, and rectovaginal fistula. Dis Colon Rectum. 2022;65(8):964-985. 
doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002473 [PMID: 35732009] 

Appendiceal Neoplasms 

• �Glasgow SC, Gaertner W, Stewart D, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal 

Surgeons, clinical practice guidelines for the management of appendiceal neoplasms. 
Dis Colon Rectum. 2019;62(12):1425-1438. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000001530 
[PMID: 31725580] 

Appendicitis 

• �O'Leary DP, Walsh SM, Bolger J, et al. A randomized clinical trial evaluating the 

efficacy and quality of life of antibiotic-only treatment of acute uncomplicated 
appendicitis: results of the COMMA trial. Ann Surg. 2021;274(2):240-247. 
doi:10.1097/SLA.0000000000004785 [PMID: 33534226] 

Clostridioides difficile Colitis 

• �Poylin V, Hawkins AT, Bhama AR, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal 

Surgeons clinical practice guidelines for the management of Clostridioides difficile 
infection. Dis Colon Rectum. 2021;64(6):650-668. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002047 
[PMID: 33769319] 

Colitis - Ischemic 

• �Steele SR. Ischemic colitis complicating major vascular surgery. Surg Clin North Am. 

2007;87(5):1099-ix. doi:10.1016/j.suc.2007.07.007 [PMID: 17936477] 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33564964/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35732009/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31725580/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33534226/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33769319/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17936477/
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Colonic Volvulus 

• �Alavi K, Poylin V, Davids JS, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal 

Surgeons clinical practice guidelines for the management of colonic volvulus and acute 
colonic pseudo-obstruction. Dis Colon Rectum. 2021;64(9):1046-1057. 
doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002159 [PMID: 34016826] 

Diverticulitis 

• �Sartelli M, Weber DG, Kluger Y, et al. 2020 update of the WSES guidelines for the 

management of acute colonic diverticulitis in the emergency setting. World J Emerg 
Surg. 2020;15(1):32. doi:10.1186/s13017-020-00313-4 [PMID: 32381121] 

Esophageal Antireflux Procedures 

• �Laliberte AS, Louie BE, Wilshire CL, Farivar AS, Bograd AJ, Aye RW. Ineffective 

esophageal motility is not a contraindication to total fundoplication. Surg Endosc. 
2021;35(8):4811-4816. doi:10.1007/s00464-020-07883-z [PMID: 32794047] 

Esophageal Caustic Ingestion and Foreign Bodies 

• �Chirica M, Resche-Rigon M, Pariente B, et al. Computed tomography evaluation of 

high-grade esophageal necrosis after corrosive ingestion to avoid unnecessary 
esophagectomy. Surg Endosc. 2015;29(6):1452-1461. doi:10.1007/s00464-014-3823-0 
[PMID: 25159655] 

Gastrogastric Fistula 

• �Filho AJ, Kondo W, Nassif LS, Garcia MJ, Tirapelle Rde A, Dotti CM. Gastrogastric 

fistula: a possible complication of Roux-en-Y gastric bypass. JSLS. 2006;10(3):326-331. 
[PMID: 17212889] 

Gastrointestinal Stromal Tumors 

• �Keung EZ, Raut CP, Rutkowski P. The landmark series: systemic therapy for 

resectable gastrointestinal stromal tumors. Ann Surg Oncol. 2020;27(10):3659-3671. 
doi:10.1245/s10434-020-08869-w [PMID: 32734368] 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34016826/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32381121/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32794047/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25159655/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17212889/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32734368/
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• Parab TM, DeRogatis MJ, Boaz AM, et al. Gastrointestinal stromal tumors: a 
comprehensive review. J Gastrointest Oncol. 2019;10(1):144-154. 
doi:10.21037/jgo.2018.08.20 [PMID: 30788170] 

• von Mehren M, Randall RL, Benjamin RS, et al. Gastrointestinal stromal tumors, version 
2.2014. J Natl Compr Canc Netw. 2014;12(6):853-862. doi:10.6004/jnccn.2014.0080 
[PMID: 24925196] 

Hiatal Hernias 

• �Patti MG, Schlottmann F, Farrell TM. Fundoplication for gastroesophageal reflux 

disease: tips for success. J Laparoendosc Adv Surg Tech A. 2017;27(1):1-5. doi: 
10.1089/lap.2016.29014.mgp. [PMID: 27858520] 

• Zhang C, Liu D, Li F, et al. Systematic review and meta-analysis of laparoscopic mesh 
versus suture repair of hiatus hernia: objective and subjective outcomes. Surg Endosc. 
2017;31(12):4913-4922. doi:10.1007/s00464-017-5586-x [PMID: 28523363] 

Ileostomy 

• �Chen SY, Stem M, Cerullo M, et al. Predicting the risk of readmission from 

dehydration after ileostomy formation: the dehydration readmission after ileostomy 
prediction score. Dis Colon Rectum. 2018;61(12):1410-1417. 
doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000001217 [PMID: 30303886] 

Incidentalomas 

• �Reidelberger K, Fingeret A. Management of incidentalomas. Surg Clin North Am. 

2021;101(6):1081-1096. doi:10.1016/j.suc.2021.06.006 [PMID: 34774270] 

Meckel Diverticulum 

• �Thirunavukarasu P, Sathaiah M, Sukumar S, et al. Meckel's diverticulum—a high-risk 

region for malignancy in the ileum. Insights from a population-based epidemiological 
study and implications in surgical management. Ann Surg. 2011;253(2):223-230. 
doi:10.1097/SLA.0b013e3181ef488d [PMID: 21135700] 

Mesenteric Ischemia - Acute 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30788170/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/24925196/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27858520/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28523363/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30303886/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34774270/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21135700/
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• �Bala M, Catena F, Kashuk J, et al. Acute mesenteric ischemia: updated guidelines of 

the World Society of Emergency Surgery. World J Emerg Surg. 2022;17(1):54. 
doi:10.1186/s13017-022-00443-x [PMID: 36261857] 

Obstruction - Large Intestinal 

• �Vogel JD, Felder SI, Bhama AR, et al. The American Society of Colon and Rectal 

Surgeons clinical practice guidelines for the management of colon cancer. Dis Colon 
Rectum. 2022;65(2):148-177. doi:10.1097/DCR.0000000000002323 [PMID: 34775402] 

Postgastrectomy Syndromes - Revisional Procedures 

• ASMBS Public/Professional Education Committee. Bariatric Surgery: Postoperative 
Concerns. American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery. May 23, 2007. 
Updated February 7, 2008. Accessed March 16, 2023. 
https://asmbs.org/resources/bariatric-surgery-postoperative-concerns 

• �Banerjee A, Ding Y, Mikami DJ, Needleman BJ. The role of dumping syndrome in 

weight loss after gastric bypass surgery. Surg Endosc. 2013;27(5):1573-1578. 
doi:10.1007/s00464-012-2629-1 [PMID: 23233009] 

Small Intestinal Adenocarcinoma 

• �NCCN Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology (NCCN Guidelines®) for Small Bowel 

Adenocarcinoma V.1.2023. © National Comprehensive Cancer Network, Inc. 2023. All 
rights reserved. Accessed May 8, 2023. To view the most recent and complete version 
of the guideline, go online to NCCN.org. Requires login to NCCN; NCCN accounts are 
free to create. Please search for the appropriate Guidelines under Guidelines > 
Treatment by Cancer Type/Detection, Prevention, and Risk Reduction. 

 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36261857/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34775402/
https://asmbs.org/resources/bariatric-surgery-postoperative-concerns
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23233009/
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