The Vascular Surgery Board (VSB) is a component board of the
American Board of Surgery (ABS). The ABS was founded in 1937

to certify individuals who met a defined standard of training and
knowledge in the field of surgery. The ABS is one of the 24 certifying
boards that are members of the American Board of Medical Specialties.

Board certification in vascular surgery was first offered in 1982 as a way
to evaluate, examine and recognize surgeons who had completed
specialized training in the field of vascular surgery. The VSB-ABS was
established in 1998 and is solely responsible for defining all requirements
and processes related to board certification in vascular surgery.

The VSB-ABS consists of members elected from national and regional
organizations, including the Society for Vascular Surgery, Association
of Program Directors in Vascular Surgery, Society for Clinical Vascular
Surgery, Vascular and Endovascular Surgery Society, as well as the
Eastern Vascular Society, Midwestern Vascular Surgical Society, New
England Society for Vascular Surgery, Southern Association for Vascular
Surgery, and Western Vascular Society.
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What are the Qualifications of a
Certified Vascular Surgeon?

Vascular surgery encompasses the diagnosis and comprehensive,
long-term management of patients with all types of vascular disease,
excluding the vessels of the brain and heart. Surgeons who are
board certified in vascular surgery also possess advanced knowledge
and skills to provide comprehensive medical care, including both
open surgical procedures and endovascular (minimally invasive)
procedures for the treatment of patients with vascular disease.

Common problems diagnosed and managed by a vascular
surgeon include:

e Cerebrovascular disease - arterial blockages that can lead to stroke

e Aneurysms (bulges) - aortic aneurysms occurring in the chest
and abdomen, as well as aneurysms involving blood vessels in
the pelvis, arms and legs

e Blockages in the blood vessels supplying the intestine and kidneys
e Blockages reducing blood flow to legs and feet, causing pain and ulcers

e Compression of blood vessels and nerves around the collarbone
and ribs causing arm pain or blood clots

e Traumatic injury to blood vessels
e Dialysis access - grafts, fistulas and catheters for dialysis access
e | eg ulcers due to blockages of the arteries or veins, or dig ellitus
e Varicose veins

e |eg swelling due to abnormal vein function
e Acute deep venous thrombosis (blood clots or ph

e Lymphedema

as by endovascular proc,
stents. Vascular surgeons iagnostic tests, such as
duplex ultrasound and angiography, to detect vascular problems.
They are also familiar with the interpretation of MRI and CT scans
involving the blood vessels.

What is Board Certification in Vascular Surgery?

Certification by the VSB-ABS is intended to assess the qualifications of individuals who have completed extensive formal education and training
in vascular surgery. Not all vascular surgeons are board certified. Board certification is voluntary and demongirates a surgeon’s commitment to
quality patient care and achievement of the highest level of knowledge of the circulatory system. In co dical licensure is required by

state law for an individual to practice medicine and is not specialty specific.

What are the Requirements for Board Certif ' cular Surgery?

Board certification is intended to assess the qualifications of individuals who have completed

Education i Examinations

e Medical School: Vascular surggg
must graduate from an a a must first pass a lengthy written
medical school in the U. on by the examination that assesses their
or be certified yathe Educs : knowledge of core surgery and the
Commissjg eign Med dlrector of the training program must entire spectrum of vascular surgery.
Gradud attest to the candidate’s surgical skills,

\ ethics and professionalism.

Written Exam: Vascular surgeons

Oral Exam: Vascular surgeons must

Reside then pass an oral examination that

must also ete general ¢ RPVI® Credential: Candidates must tests their judgment and decision-
gery trdl 0g ed by also have obtained the Registered making skills in managing patients
ar S train am, Physician in Vascular Interpretation® with circulatory disease. Candidates
0 g ining P! that (RPVI) credential, which is acquired are interviewed by experienced
omp plines. Training by passing an examination that tests vascular surgeons who evaluate their
ygram credited by the knowledge and skills fundamental for ability to diagnose and treat diverse
pditation 86uncil for Graduate vascular imaging interpretation. surgical problems.
Education or Royal College of
8lCians and Surgeons of Canada. * Medical License: All candidates must * Certification: If successful on both
also hold a valid U.S. or Canadian medical examinations, the surgeon is deemed
Surgical Experience: During their license before they can become certified. board certified in vascular surgery and
training, vascular surgeons must becomes a “diplomate” of the VSB-ABS.
gain extensive experience in disease * Approval: Once all initial requirements
management, as well as operative are met, the vascular surgeon is
experience in both core and advanced admitted to the required examinations
procedures. for board certification.

Continuous Certification

To continue their board certification, vascular surgeons must demonstrate an ongoing
commitment to professionalism, continuing education, and practice improvement, as For more information, please visit the
well as complete periodic assessments of current surgical knowledge. A surgeon’s American Board of Surgery website at
certification status may be verified anytime on the ABS website. www.absurgery.org




